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To Presidents Biden, Putin and Zelensky:

IT'S TIME TO STOP THE KILLING AND DEVASTATION.
CEASEFIRE & PEACE NEGOTIATIONS NOW!

The war in Ukraine has taken tens of thou

millions, contaminated land, air and wate

sands of Ukrainian and Russian lives, uprooted
r and worsened the climate crisis.

The longer the war goes on, the greater the danger of spiraling escalation which can lead
to a wider war, environmental devastation and nuclear annihilation.

The war diverts billions that could be addressing urgent human needs.

Total military victory cannot be achieved by either Russia or Ukraine. It is time to su
the calls by Pope Francis, United Nations Secretary-General Guterres,
Silva of Brazil, Erdogan of Turkey, Xi of China,

end to this calamitous war.

Stop the killing, agree to a ceasefire and begin negotiations!
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ADVERTISEMENT

The U.S. Should Be a Force
for Peace in the Worlid

‘The Russia-Ukraine War has been an unmitigated disaster. Hun-
dreds al'f.housnndt ].nve been kdlled or \mumled Millions have
been disp! and destruction have
been incal P\xture d could be iall
greater as nuclear powers creep ever closer toward open war.

1ab,

‘We deplore the vidlence, war ermes, indiscriminate missile
strikes, terrorism, and other atrocilics that are part of this war.
‘The solulion to this shocking violence is not move weapons or
niore war, with their guarantee of further death and destruction,

As Americans and national security experts, we urge President
Biden and Congress to use their full puwer to end the war speed-
ily through diplomacy, especially given the grave dangers of mil-
itary escalation thal could spiral out of control,

Sityvears ago, Prosident John F. Kennedy made an observation
that is crucial for our survival taday. “Above all, while defend-
ing our own vital interests, nuclear powers must avert those
confrontations which bring an adversary to a choice of either a
humiliating reireal ora nuelear war, To adopt that kind of course
In the nuclear age \\ould he evidence only of the bankruptey of
our poll ofa ive death-wish for the world.”

The immediale cause of this disastrous war in Ukraine is Rus-
sia’s invasion. Yet the plans and actions to expand NATO to
Russia’s borders served to pruvoke Russan fears. And Russian
leaders made thls poinl for 30 years. A failure of diplomacy led
lo war, Now diplomacy is urgently needed to end the war hefare
it destrays Ukraine and endangers humanity,

The Potential for Peace

Russia’s current geopolillcal anxiety is Informed by memories
of invasion from Chatles XI1, Nopofeon, the Kaiser and Hitler.
U.S. truops were ainong an Allied invasion foree that intervened
upsuecessfully against the winning side in Russin’s post-World
‘War I civil wor, Russia sees NATQ enlargement and presence on
its burders as a direct threat; the U.S. and NATO sce only pru-
dent preparedness. Tn diplomacy, one musl atlempt to see with
strategic empathy, seeking 1o understund vne's adversaries. This
is not weakness: it is wisdom,

We reject the iden thal diplomats, seeking peace, must dicose
sides, in his case either Russia or Ukraine. In fuvoring diplo-
macy we chouse the side of sanity. Of humanity. Of peace.

We consider President Biden's promise Lo hack Ukraine "as lang
as it takes” to be a license to pursue fli-defined and ultimately
unachicvable goals. 1t could prove ns catastrophic as President
Putin’s decisinn last year tu launch bis eriminat invasion ond
oveupation, We cunnat and will not endorse the sirategy of fight-
ing Russia to the last Ukrainian,

We nd\ocale I'nrnmeamngfnl and genuine todiplo-
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by U.8, und NATO leadership is unelear; incompetence, arro-
gance, eynicism, ut a treacherous mivture of all three are likely
conlributing factors,

Again, even as the Cold War ended, U.S. diplumats, gencrals and
polilicians were warning of the dangers of expanding NATO to
Russin's horders and of mnliclonsly interfering in Russia’s sphere
ofinfl Former Cabinet officials Mudeleine Albright, Rohert

an iate ceascfire and with-
uul any duquahfqu or pmhibitive preconditions. Deliberate
provocations delivered this war. In the same manner,
deliberate diplomacy can end it.

U.S. Actions and Russia's
Invasion of Ukraine

As the Suviet Union collapsed and the Cold War ended, U.S.
and Westecn European leaders assured Soviel and then Russian
leaders that NATO would not expand toward Russia’s borders.
“There would be no cxtension of...NATO one inch to the east,”
U.8. Secrelary of State James Baker told Sovict leader Mikhail
Gorbachev on February 9, 1990. Similar assurances from other
U.S. leaders as well as from British, Germou und French leaders
throughout the 1990s confirm this.

Sinee 2ov7, Russia has repealedly warned that NATO's avmied
furces oh Russian borders were intoleroble — just as Russian
forees in Mexivo or Canada would be intolerable to the U.S. pow,
oras Soviet missiles in Cuba were in 1962, Russiu further singled
out NATO espansion into Ukraine as especially provucative.,

Seeing the War Through
Russia's Eyes

on their
nar does it

Our altempt at g the Russtan p
war does not endorsc Lhe invasion nod

Gates and William Perry issued these warnings, as did venerated
diplomats Stube Tntbatt, George Kennan, Jack Matlock and
Henry Kissinger. {n 1997, fifty senior U.S. foreign policy experts
wrote an open letter to President Bill Clluton advising him not to
expand NATO, calling il “a policy erroy uf historic proportions.”
President Clinton chose to ignore these warnings,

Most important lo our understanding of the hubris and Machia-
vellian calculation in U.8. decision-making is the dismissal of the
warnings issued by Willioms Burns, the current director of the
Central Intelligence Agency. In a cable to Secretary of State Cun-
doleezza Rice in 2008, while sciving us Ambassador to Russm,
Burns wrote of NATO ion und Ukraini I

°Ukraine and Geargia's NATO aspirations nol only louch a raw
nerve in Russia, they engender serious converns ahout the con-
sequences for stability in the region. Not only does Russia per-
ceive encirclement, and efforts to undermmc Russia's mﬂucnu.

Timeline

1200

US assures Russia that NATO will not expand
towards it's border *..there would be no
extension of...NATO one inch to the east.” says
US Secretary of State James Baker.

1996

US weapons manufacturers form the
Commiltee Lo Expand NATO, spending over
$51 million on lobbying expenditures.

1989

NATO admits Hungary, Poland, and the Czech
Republic to NATO, US and NATO bomb
Russia’s afly, Serbia.

2001
US unilaterally withdraws from the Anti-
Ballistic Missile Treaty.

2004

Seven more Eastern European nations join
NATO. NATO troops are niow directly on
Russid’s border,

2004

Russia’s parliament passes a resolution
denouncing NATO's expansjon, Putin
responds by saying that Russia would

“build our defense and security policy
correspondingly”

2008

NATO leaders announce plans to bring
Ukraine and Georgla, also on Russia’s borders,
into NATO.

2009
US announces plans to put missile systems into
Poland and Romania,

2014

Legally elected Ukrainian president, Viktor
Yanukovych. flees violence to Moscow.

2016
US begins troup buildup in Eurape,

2019

US unilaterally withdraws from Intermediate
Nuclear Forces Treaty.

2020

US unilaterally withdraws from Open Skies
Treaty.

2021

Russia subimils negotiation proposals while

in the region, but It also fears i and
consequences which would serlously affect Russlan security
interests. Experts tell us that Russia is patUcularly worried that
the strong divisions in Ukralie over NATO membership, with
much of the ethnic-Russian cammunity against memhership,
could lead to a major split, involving violence or at worst, civil
var, Fn that eventuality, Russia would have to decide whether to
intervene; a decision Rursla does not want to have to face,”

Why did the U.S. persist in uxpanding NATO despite sucli
wamnings? Profil from weapons soles was a major factor. Faclog
pposition to NATO expansion, a group of vatives and

top executives of U.S, weapons inanufacturers formed the U.S
C ittee to Expand NATO. Between 1996 and 1998, the larg-

imply the Russians had no other option but this wur.

Yut, just ns Russin had other options, so loo did the U.S. and
NATO leading up to this moment.

‘The Russians inade their red Jines clear. Tn Georgla and Syria,
they proved they would use furce to defend those lines. In 2014,
their immedinte selzure of Crimea und Ihefr support of Donbas
separatists demonstrated they were serious in their commit-
ment to defending their interests. Why this was not understaod
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est ovms munufacturers spent $51 milllon (894 million today)
on lobbying and milllons inure on campaign contributions. With
this largexse, NATO expansion quickly became a done deal, after
which UL8. weapons manufaetucers sold billions of dollacs of
weapons ta the new NATO members

Sn far, the U.S. has sent $30 billlon worth of militacy gear end
weapons 1o Ukraine, with total aid le Ukraine exceeding $100
billion, War, it's been said, is a racket, one that Is highty profita-
Lie for o sclect few.
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ding more forces to the border with
Ukraine, US and NATO officials reject the
Russian proposals immediately.
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Russia invades Ukraine.

NATO expansion, in suny, 1s o key feature of a militarized U.S.
foreign policy characterized by unilateralism featuring regime
change and preemptive wars. Failed wars, masl recently in Traq
and Afghani Tliave produced slaughter and further confr
tation, n harsh reality of America's own making The present war
in Ukraine has opened a new arena of confrontation and slaugh-
1er, This reality is not enlircly of our swn making, yel it may well
be our undoing, unless we dedicate ourselves to forging a dip-
lomatic settlement that slops the killing and defuses tensions

Let'sa moke America a furce for peace in the world
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